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ACE Partners to Support Quality Teachers

ACE is proud to announce its decision to expand our Liberian education
efforts in the area of teacher qualification. ACE is collaborating with the
Kakata Rural Teacher Training Institute to establish a Teacher Develop-
ment and Continuing Education Program to improve instructional skills of
existing primary school teachers. Our goal is to provide training for 60
teachers in July 2018.

Our support of the Ann Sandell Independent School (ASIS) has not waiv-
ered, and will be greatly enhanced by this training. ACE has facilitated short
-term seminars to improve instruction and classroom management. Two
years ago, ACE made possible the hiring of 2 specialty teachers in the areas
of Language Arts and Mathematics to provide support to teachers at the
school. In 2017, a 3" specialty teacher has been added. We are now taking
this effort to a whole new level.

ACE representative in Liberia, Ms. Rose Sherman, interviewed the three
specialty teachers at ASIS to get their feedback on their experience. Based
on their enthusiasm, we are pleased to share that this initiative has been
worth the support of ACE and its contributors.

The specialty teachers view their role as helping to build instructional skills
for all teachers at the school by monitoring and introducing alternative
methods, problem solving, and conducting mini workshops and demonstra-
tions. When asked if the teachers’ approach to teaching has changed,
they said that they use more teaching aids, are more student-centered,
have reduced rote learning, utilize hands-on and small group activities, and
encourage classroom discussions.

The specialty teachers find great satisfaction in sharing knowledge and
observing changes in behavior, and have found that they are also learning in
the process. Though they find that teachers are still challenged with
reducing rote learning, notes taking, and have difficulties with explaining
some subject matters; all graduating seniors successfully passed the national
exam this year. Areas for improvement include the use of more instruc-
tional aids, better teacher preparation, and improved reading comprehen-
sion. They see themselves helping students understand how education
prepares them for the future, and how they can help their parents who
never had the opportunity to go to school.

The teachers appealed to ACE for computers and instructional supplies.

Thank You!
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Our Mission

To support a model of education for
youth that helps to meet their basic
needs and normalize their lives, allow-
ing them to overcome the impact of
disaster and conflict.

Learn more about ACE at:
www.aceliberia.org

Africa Community Exchange (ACE) wants to express its heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for 11 years of
support to our organization and its mission. We would like to recognize our volunteer Board of Directors, and
all of our many contributing volunteers and donors for services, funds, and other resources given over the years.
The Ann Sandell Independent School has been made possible and continues to grow because of volunteers and
contributors like you. We look forward to working with you as we expand our efforts in the area of teacher
development. Thank you for your tireless efforts and support of education in Liberia!



FACTS ABOUTLIBERIA-Di d You Know?* PASE?

I. The historical population of Liberia is made up mainly of 16 major ethnic groups or tribes, many of whom migrated from the
north. The first tribal people include: Bassa, Belle, Dei. Bandi, Gio, Gola, Grebo, Kissi, Kpelle, Krahn, Kru, Lorma, Mano, Mandingo,
Mende, and Vai.

2. In 1821 the American Colonization Society founded the country Liberia, a place for free African Americans to migrate. More
than 10,000 made the journey and when Liberia declared independence in 1847, Joseph Jenkins Roberts (from Virginia) became its
first president.

3. The average Liberian resident is under 18 years old, one of the world’s youngest countries.

4. Liberia’s spectacular Sapo National Park is the country’s largest protected reserve and home to 125 types of mammal and 590
types of bird, including the pygmy hippopotamus, the African golden cat, elephants, crocodiles, leopards, several species of mon-
keys and three species of pangolin (one of the weirdest looking animals you’re likely to see). Liberia has the second largest number
of chimpanzees in the world at 7000.

5. Liberia is one of just two African countries with a female leader, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, president since 2006 whose term of office
ends January 2018.

6. Many of the world’s largest ships are registered in Liberia, making it an important maritime country.
7. Liberia is one of the greatest undiscovered surf spots in Africa, offering vast stretches of deserted beaches ideal for surfing.

8. Liberia is the birthplace of African unity. The presidents of Ghana, Guinea and Liberia met in Sanniquellie, Nimba County in 1959
for talks that led to the founding of the Organization for African Unity (OAU), the predecessor to the African Union.

9. Liberia’s George Weah is the only African football player to have been presented with the FIFA World Player of the Year
(Ballon d’Or), an award he received in 1995. He is now the leading contender in the current Presidential Elections.

10. Liberia has one of the lowest literacy rates in the world: total population at 47.6% (male at 62.4% and female at 32.8%, 2015
est.).

*Sources: (http://www.cetusnews.com/life/15-curious-things-you-didn-t-know-about-Liberia.SyCBwG-4B8Lb.html); (http://
www.natureworldnews.com/articles/6569/20140409/liberia-is-home-to-worlds-second-largest-chimpanzee-population-study-
reveals.htm); (http://time.com/119491/liberia-goes-from-warzone-to-surfing-mecca/); (http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/11/09/a-
football-god-is-about-to-become-president-of-liberia-election-george-weah/); (https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world
-factbook/fields/print_2103.html).

ACE Upcoming Events:

Projekl for Progress

The 5th Annual Projekt for Progress is Thursday, March 22nd, 2018 (6-10pm). ACE is excited to
once again partner with the Richmond band sensation, D] Williams Projekt (djwilliamsmusic.com),
and the popular Richmond restaurant and pub, The Answer Brewpub, for a night of food, drinks,
music, and fun. There will be beautiful crafts and art pieces, including paintings, sculptures, quilts,
and accessories for auction. Come out and enjoy yourselves while contributing to education of
underprivileged youth in Liberia. Tickets are only $20 per person and are all inclusive
(entertainment, food and drinks).

Unity Church Charleston Airican Markel

For || years, the Unity Church of Charleston has hosted the African Market fundraiser in support of Ann Sandell Independent
School. The event includes a presentation about the school at both Sunday morning services; followed by a silent auction, drum-
ming and dancing performances; a simulated African market with food, clothing, and artifacts; and a celebration of unity. The next
African Market at Unity Church of Charleston is scheduled for Sunday, May 20th, 2018.

Africa Community Exchange, Inc. is a charitable non-profit identified by the US Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) organi-
zation, making all gifts and donations tax deductible. You can make contributions or contact us by mail: ACE, P.O. Box 444,
Midlothian, VA 23113, or by visiting our website: www.aceliberia.org. Thank you for your support.
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